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PUBLIC HEALTH BILL 2014 
Referral to Legislation Committee 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [4.30 pm]: I move — 

That the Public Health Bill 2014, as partly agreed to during consideration in detail, be referred to the 
Legislation Committee for report to the Legislative Assembly by Thursday, 19 November 2015. 

The approval of this motion obviously will allow for the Public Health Bill 2014 and also, as we will propose, the 
Public Health (Consequential Provisions) Bill 2014 to be dealt with by the Legislation Committee. It is not a usual 
process in this house; I am advised that it was last used in 2004. It is a process that will enable substantial progress 
to be made on these important bills that will modernise the current public health legislation, which is about 
a century old. The first bill in particular is quite long and detailed and it is really the appropriate sort of bill to be 
dealt with in this way. I have discussed this with the opposition and understand that we have support for this 
proposal. I appreciate, in anticipation, the support of the opposition for this process to be used for these two bills. 
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [4.31 pm]: The opposition will support the motion moved by the 
Leader of the House. I am sorry to disappoint the member for Victoria Park on that one! In doing so, we note 
that we are taking a cooperative approach to debating two important pieces of legislation before the house. 
A small amount of progress has already been made on the Public Health Bill 2014 in the consideration in detail 
stage. I, too, note that even though we have had the capacity for some years now to use the 
Legislation Committee, it has not been widely used. In fact, it has been over 10 years since we have adopted the 
process. People might wonder why that is. I think it is potentially problematic for a small house of Parliament. 
Perhaps in a larger Parliament with more members, freeing up people for a legislation committee whilst the 
business of the house proceeds could be organised more easily. This process will involve an extra workload for 
some people, particularly those who act in the role of Chair of this house, as they will need to act in the role of 
chair of the committee. I understand that at least one more member may be co-opted to the position of acting 
chair at least for the duration of the debate. 
I note that in the motion the committee is to report to the Legislative Assembly by Thursday, 19 November 2015. 
I have no idea whether the Legislation Committee will be finished the consideration in detail stage by that date. It 
will be a good thing if it is, but that will depend on how the process goes and how this works out. Having a number 
of members out of the Assembly involved in the committee for some lengthy periods may well put an added burden 
on the business of the house. In the spirit of cooperation, we will certainly give the process a go and we will see 
how it goes. If it does not work, the option is there to bring the legislation back into this place and deal with it in 
a more traditional manner. At this stage, I flag our support and hope that the process works effectively. 
DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [4.34 pm]: I thank opposition members for their 
cooperation. I do not think this will become enormously popular for exactly the reason that the member outlined: 
we do not have the numbers in this house to do this on a regular basis. However, I think the Public Health Bill 
2014 is an exception. It is a massive bill that is a hundred years in the making and there are a lot of clauses that 
deal with routine, mundane issues. I have agreed with opposition members in asking them to do that, but we will 
be enormously flexible so that when something happens in the chamber, such as a matter of public interest or the 
suspension of standing orders, we will immediately suspend the committee to allow members, particularly 
opposition members, to come back into the chamber. To make the member for Victoria Park happy, we will 
defer those clauses that we are not 100 per cent in agreement on, or if there is a political point that he would like 
to make, and finish the consideration in detail stage in the chamber so that members have the opportunity to talk 
about the issues that they want to raise. 
I do not expect we will get through it all. I am not sure whether we will finish by Thursday night. If we have not, 
we will report to the house on where we are up to and make a decision then on whether we will finish it in the 
chamber probably next year or on how we will manage the rest of the bill. I thank members for their cooperation. 
I assure them that we will cooperate in managing this committee. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [4.35 pm]: I acknowledge the comments of 
the Minister for Health about how we will manage the Public Health Bill 2014. As he said, this is an unusual 
process and we have mixed feelings about whether we should extend the olive branch and cooperate in this way. 
We are doing so because we support this bill but we want it to be properly scrutinised. We are venturing along 
this path, but I confirm that we will place the bill under the closest possible scrutiny and bring back to this place 
those clauses that we wish to be further debated and to provide the member for Victoria Park in particular with 
an opportunity to debate some clauses that he has highlighted in his contribution in this place that he would like 
to discuss. 

I note that prior to this motion, we heard the Leader of the House commit us to more late-night sittings. There 
was a murmur from a few members of Parliament that that will place us in an unhealthy workplace and at risk in 
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terms of occupational health and safety by working late into the night to consider important laws and then having 
to make our way home, driving tired and, for some of us, driving some distance. If this particular approach to the 
legislation provides some way forward without us having to continue to undertake these unsafe practices, that is 
probably a good thing. I look forward, as do the other members from our side of the chamber who will be 
nominated to the committee, to a detailed analysis of this bill in a way that the minister has indicated to us we 
would not be allowed to do otherwise if it was just normal consideration in detail. We look forward to bringing 
back to this place those matters that we consider are worthy of further consideration. Again, I do not know 
whether we will complete our task by 19 November. We will certainly feel under no pressure to do so if it means 
that we fail to provide the necessary scrutiny, but we will endeavour to do so in the spirit of cooperation that the 
member for Midland and leader of opposition business has outlined. 

Question put and passed. 

Legislation Committee — Nomination of Members 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [4.38 pm]: I nominate the members for Kwinana, Mirrabooka and Maylands 
to serve on the Legislation Committee. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [4.38 pm]: I nominate the Minister for Health and the 
members for Forrestfield, Joondalup and Vasse to serve on the Legislation Committee. 
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